
 

Unit Two Pre-Assessment 

Grade 3 –Unit 2-ELA Model Curriculum 

Name:  ____________________________________ 

Class:   ____________________________________ 

Date:   _____________________________________ 

The following passage comes from Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad 

Day, by Judith Viorst. 

  In the car pool Mrs. Gibson let Becky have a seat by the window.  

Audrey and Elliott got seats by the window too.  I said I was being 

scrunched.  I said I was being smushed.  I said if I don’t get a seat 

by the window I am going to be carsick.  No one even answered. 

  At school Mrs. Dickens liked Paul’s picture of the sailboat better 

than my picture of the invisible castle.   

  At singing time she said I sang too loud.  At counting time she 

said I left out sixteen.  Who needs sixteen?  I could tell it was 

going to be a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day. 

  I could tell because Paul said I wasn’t his best friend anymore.   

He said that Phillip Parker was his best friend and that Albert 

Moyo was his next best friend and that I was only his third best 

friend. 

  “I hope you sit on a tack,” I said to Paul.  “I hope the next time 

you get a double-decker strawberry ice-cream cone the ice cream 

part falls off the cone part and lands in Australia.”  “I am having a 

terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day,” I told everybody.  No 

one even answered.  

Based on the story you just read answer questions the following questions: 
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1. The author wants the reader to feel __________________________ for 

Alexander. 

 

2. I think this because________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

Read the following passages and then answer questions 3 and 4. 

 At school Ms. Dickens liked Paul’s picture of the sailboat better than 

my picture of the invisible castle.   

 At singing time she said I sang too loud.  At counting time she said I 

left out sixteen.  Who needs sixteen?  I could tell it was going to be a 

terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day.  

3. Which word best described how Alexander feels? 

a. tired 

b. sleepy 

c. scared 

d. angry 

 

 

4. Which sentence from the passage above best supports your answer? 

a. Nick said I was a cry baby. 

b. Who needs sixteen? 

c. No one even answered. 

d. My Dad said please don’t pick him up any more. 

 



 

Writing Prompt:  You are at school having a bad day.  What kind of things 

do you encounter?  Use details to describe what bad things are happening 

to you. 

Your paragraph should include: 

 a description of the bad day 

 an explanation of how you would react 

 a beginning, middle, and end 

 your best spelling, grammar, and punctuation 
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________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
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Essential Questions 

 

1. How do you describe the characters in a story? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What can help a writer organize a piece of writing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How do you write a good narrative?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Scoring Guide 

 

Questions 1 and 2 – accept reasonable answers with supporting 

reasons. 

 

Question 3 

 Answer -D 

 

Question 4 

 Answer- B 

 

Writing Task – Use rubric  

 

 

Essential Questions 

Sample acceptable answers: 

1. You describe the character by using descriptive details and information about 

their character traits and feelings. 

 

 

2. A writer can organize a piece of writing by temporal words and phrases to show 

event sequence. 

 

 

3. Authors write good narratives using techniques such as dialogue, description, 

and sequencing to develop experiences and events and characters’ responses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Score Point 4  Score Point 3  Score Point 2  Score Point 1  Score Point 0  

Writing: 
development 
of ideas  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
shows effective 
development of 
the topic and/or 
narrative 
elements by 
using reasoning,  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and shows 
some development 
of the topic and/or 
narrative elements 
by using some 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence,  

The response 
makes reference to 
the topic of the 
prompt and 
develops the topic 
and/or narrative 
elements minimally 
by using limited 
reasoning, details, 
text- 

The response may 
not address the 
prompt, does not 
develop the topic 
or narrative 
elements, and is 
therefore 
inappropriate to 
the task and 
purpose.  

No response; or 
the  
response is  
 
• unintelligible or 
undecipherable  
• not written in 
English;  
• too limited to 
evaluate  
 

Writing: 
development 
of ideas  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
shows effective 
development of 
the topic and/or 
narrative 
elements by 
using reasoning,  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and shows 
some development 
of the topic and/or 
narrative elements 
by using some 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence,  

The response 
makes reference to 
the topic of the 
prompt and 
develops the topic 
and/or narrative 
elements minimally 
by using limited 
reasoning, details, 
text- 

The response may 
not address the 
prompt, does not 
develop the topic 
or narrative 
elements, and is 
therefore 
inappropriate to 
the task and 
purpose.  

No response; or 
the  
response is  
 
• unintelligible or 
undecipherable  
• not written in 
English;  
• too limited to 
evaluate  
 

Writing: 
development 
of ideas  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
shows effective 
development of 
the topic and/or 
narrative 
elements by 
using reasoning,  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and shows 
some development 
of the topic and/or 
narrative elements 
by using some 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence,  

The response 
makes reference to 
the topic of the 
prompt and 
develops the topic 
and/or narrative 
elements minimally 
by using limited 
reasoning, details, 
text- 

The response may 
not address the 
prompt, does not 
develop the topic 
or narrative 
elements, and is 
therefore 
inappropriate to 
the task and 
purpose.  

No response; or 
the  
response is  
 
• unintelligible or 
undecipherable  
• not written in 
English;  
• too limited to 
evaluate  
 

Writing: 
development 
of ideas  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
shows effective 
development of 
the topic and/or 
narrative 
elements by 
using reasoning,  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and shows 
some development 
of the topic and/or 
narrative elements 
by using some 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence,  

The response 
makes reference to 
the topic of the 
prompt and 
develops the topic 
and/or narrative 
elements minimally 
by using limited 
reasoning, details, 
text- 

The response may 
not address the 
prompt, does not 
develop the topic 
or narrative 
elements, and is 
therefore 
inappropriate to 
the task and 
purpose.  

No response; or 
the  
response is  
 
• unintelligible or 
undecipherable  
• not written in 
English;  
• too limited to 
evaluate  
 

Writing: 
development 
of ideas  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
shows effective 
development of 
the topic and/or 
narrative 
elements by 
using reasoning,  

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and shows 
some development 
of the topic and/or 
narrative elements 
by using some 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence,  

The response 
makes reference to 
the topic of the 
prompt and 
develops the topic 
and/or narrative 
elements minimally 
by using limited 
reasoning, details, 
text- 

The response may 
not address the 
prompt, does not 
develop the topic 
or narrative 
elements, and is 
therefore 
inappropriate to 
the task and 
purpose.  

No response; or 
the  
response is  
 
• unintelligible or 
undecipherable  
• not written in 
English;  
• too limited to 
evaluate  
 

 



 


